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(57) ABSTRACT

A biometric authentication apparatus includes: a storage unit
which stores representative matching data representing fea-
tures of biometric information of a registered user and repre-
senting conditions of a designated body part of the registered
user, each representing one of at least two different portions of
a variation range over which the condition of the body part
containing the registered user’s biometric information varies
due to cyclic environmental variations; a biometric informa-
tion acquiring unit which generates a biometric image repre-
senting biometric information of a user; a matching data
generating unit which generates, from the biometric image,
input matching data that represents the features of the bio-
metric information of the user; a matching unit which
matches the input matching data against at least one of the
representative matching data; and an authentication judging
unit which judges, based on a result of the matching, whether
the user is to be authenticated or not.
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1
BIOMETRIC AUTHENTICATION
APPARATUS AND BIOMETRIC
AUTHENTICATION METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
249203, filed on Nov. 13, 2012, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are related to a biomet-
ric authentication apparatus and a biometric authentication
method.

BACKGROUND

Recent years have seen the development of biometric
authentication technology for authenticating a user of an
apparatus or system based on a biometric image representing
the user’s biometric information such as a palm or finger vein
pattern or a fingerprint or palm print. A biometric authentica-
tion apparatus using such biometric authentication technol-
ogy acquires, for example, as an input biometric image, a
biometric image representing the biometric information of
the user who is going to use the biometric authentication
apparatus. Then, the biometric authentication apparatus com-
pares input biometric information, i.e., the user’s biometric
information represented on the input biometric image, with
preregistered biometric information, i.e., the biometric infor-
mation prestored in the form of a biometric image for each
preregistered user. If the result of the comparison indicates
that the input biometric information matches the preregis-
tered biometric information, the biometric authentication
apparatus authenticates the user as being a legitimate regis-
tered user. The biometric authentication apparatus then per-
mits the authenticated user to use the apparatus in which the
biometric authentication apparatus is incorporated or some
other apparatus connected to the biometric authentication
apparatus.

The biometric information represented on such a biometric
image changes depending on the condition at the time of
acquisition of the biometric image. For example, when a palm
vein pattern is used for authentication, the condition at the
time of biometric image acquisition that affects the biometric
information includes the orientation of the hand such as the
position or tilting of the hand relative to the vein sensor. On
the other hand, when a fingerprint is used for authentication,
the condition at the time of biometric image acquisition that
affects the biometric information includes the orientation of
the finger relative to an area-type fingerprint sensor or the
moving speed of the finger relative to a slide-type fingerprint
sensor. If the change in the biometric information is large
enough that the difference between the input biometric infor-
mation represented on the input biometric image and the
preregistered biometric information represented on the bio-
metric image acquired at the time of registration becomes
significant, the authentication accuracy may degrade. In view
of this, the biometric authentication apparatus, for example,
determines whether the condition at the time of acquisition of
the biometric image is appropriate or not, and if it is deter-
mined that the condition is not appropriate, an image of the
biometric pattern is recaptured to reacquire the biometric
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image, and the reacquired biometric image is used for authen-
tication, thereby preventing the degradation of the authenti-
cation accuracy.

The biometric information represented on the biometric
image may also change when the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information is aftected, for example,
by an environmental factor such as weather. When a palm
vein pattern is used for authentication, the condition of the
body part is, for example, the degree of contraction of the
blood vessels due to temperature. On the other hand, when a
fingerprint is used for authentication, the condition of the
body part is, for example, the skin condition which depends
on the degree of dryness of the skin surface due to humidity.
For most users, the condition of the body part containing the
biometric information is relatively unaffected by temperature
or humidity variations associated with seasonal variations;
therefore, for such users, the authentication accuracy is stable
throughout the year.

On the other hand, for some users, the condition of the body
part containing the biometric information may be signifi-
cantly affected by temperature or humidity variations associ-
ated with seasonal variations. For such users, if the biometric
information is registered, for example, in summer, the input
biometric information represented on the input biometric
image acquired in winter for authentication may be signifi-
cantly different from the registered biometric information,
and the biometric authentication apparatus may fail to
authenticate the user.

In the prior art, methods are proposed for updating the
registered biometric information as needed (for example,
refer to Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication Nos. 2007-
226519, 2010-61528, 2006-85268, 2010-79448, and 2008-
171094). For example, in Japanese Laid-open Patent Publi-
cation No. 2007-226519, there is proposed a biometric
information updating management system in which, ifthe last
update date of the master biometric information stored in a
storage device is past its validity date, the biometric informa-
tion presented for authentication and judged to match the
master biometric information is registered as the master bio-
metric information. On the other hand, in Japanese Laid-open
Patent Publication No. 2010-61528, there is disclosed a bio-
metric authentication apparatus in which feature information
having high reproducibility is extracted from the registered
data and the data presented for authentication, and new reg-
istration data is created from the extracted feature informa-
tion and is used to update the registered data.

Further, in Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2006-85268, there is proposed a biometric authentication
system in which when the performance of authentication
using the registered data stored in an IC card registration data
storage unit has degraded, the registered data stored in the
registration data storage unit is updated by registered data
stored in a registration database. Furthermore, in Japanese
Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2010-79448, there is pro-
posed a finger vein authentication system which determines
whether the preregistered finger vein pattern data is appropri-
ate or not, and urges the user to perform a re-registration
operation depending on the result of the determination. On
the other hand, in Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2008-171094, there is disclosed a biometric authentication
apparatus which determines whether the biometric informa-
tion presented for authentication is to be accepted or not,
based on the matching score between the presented biometric
information and each one of a plurality of biometric informa-
tion templates, in order to replace a selected one of the bio-
metric information templates with the accepted biometric
information.
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However, in any of these prior art methods, the registered
biometric information is updated independently of cyclic
environmental variations such as seasonal variations. There-
fore, there can occur cases where the registered biometric
information representing the condition of the body part con-
taining the biometric information acquired in a given season,
for example, is updated by the biometric information
acquired in a different season. As a result, if authentication is
performed after a certain length of period has elapsed from
the last update of the registered biometric information, since
the season at the time of the authentication is different from
the season at the time of the registration, it follows that the
biometric authentication apparatus performs the authentica-
tion by using the registered biometric information represent-
ing the condition that is different from the condition of the
body part at the time of the authentication. This can result in
a degradation of authentication accuracy.

On the other hand, there is proposed a fingerprint matching
system in which date/time information such as the time of
day, day of week, and date of year of registration is registered
along with each fingerprint image and, at the time of finger-
print matching, fingerprint images registered within a speci-
fied date/time range are read out and used for matching (for
example, refer to Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2001-229380).

SUMMARY

However, with the technique disclosed in Japanese Laid-
open Patent Publication No. 2001-229380, the problem has
been that the registered biometric information may have been
affected by a factor other than cyclic environmental variations
at the time of the registration, for example, an incidental
factor such as the skin surface being wet due to washing work.
There has therefore been the possibility that the registered
biometric information selected at the time of matching may
represent the condition of the body part different from the
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion acquired in the environment at the time of matching.

According to one embodiment, a biometric authentication
apparatus is provided. The biometric authentication appara-
tus includes: a storage unit which stores representative match-
ing data that represent features of biometric information of a
registered user and that represent conditions of a designated
body part of the registered user, each representing one of at
least two different portions of a variation range over which the
condition of the body part containing the registered user’s
biometric information varies due to cyclic environmental
variations; a biometric information acquiring unit which gen-
erates a biometric image that represents biometric informa-
tion of a user; a matching data generating unit which gener-
ates, from the biometric image, input matching data that
represents the features of the biometric information of the
user; a matching unit which matches the input matching data
against at least one of the representative matching data; and an
authentication judging unit which judges, based on a result of
the matching, whether the user is to be authenticated as being
the registered user or not.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention,
as claimed.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically illustrating the configu-
ration of a biometric authentication apparatus according to a
first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of a processing unit
contained in the biometric authentication apparatus.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating one example of the rela-
tionship between the seasonal variation of a body part con-
taining biometric information and the seasonal variation of a
matching score computed for each registered matching data.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
relationship between the seasonal variation of the body part
containing the biometric information and the seasonal varia-
tion of the matching score computed for each registered
matching data.

FIG. 5 is an operation flowchart illustrating a matching
data updating process.

FIG. 6 is an operation flowchart illustrating the matching
data updating process.

FIG. 7 is an operation flowchart illustrating a biometric
authentication process.

FIG. 8 is a diagram schematically illustrating the configu-
ration of a biometric authentication apparatus according to a
second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Biometric authentication apparatus according to various
embodiments will be described below with reference to the
drawings.

The biometric authentication apparatus registers in
advance representative matching data that represent the fea-
tures of biometric information of each registered user and that
represent the conditions of a designated body part of the
registered user, each representing one of at least two different
portions of the variation range over which the condition of the
body part containing the registered user’s biometric informa-
tion varies due to cyclic environmental variations. Then, the
biometric authentication apparatus computes input matching
data from the input biometric image acquired at the time of
matching as representing the user’s biometric information,
and compares the input matching data with each representa-
tive matching data to determine whether the user is to be
authenticated as being the registered user or not. Each time
the matching process is performed for the registered user, the
biometric authentication apparatus obtains the matching
score indicating the degree of similarity between the input
matching data and the matching data generated from the
biometric image carrying the registered user’s biometric
information acquired at a designated time. Then, by referring
to the temporal variation of the matching score, the biometric
authentication apparatus determines the representative
matching data.

The cyclic environmental variations refer to the variations
of environmental parameters, such as temperature, humidity,
etc., that affect the body part containing the biometric infor-
mation over a relatively long period ranging from several
weeks to one or so years, exemplified by seasonal variations.

In the present embodiment, the biometric authentication
apparatus uses a palm vein pattern as the biometric informa-
tion for biometric authentication. However, other kinds of
biometric information, such as fingerprint or palm print, that
may potentially be affected by cyclic environmental varia-
tions, and that can be presented in the form of a still image,
may be used as the biometric information for biometric
authentication.



US 9,239,945 B2

5

In this specification, the term “matching process”is used to
refer to the process for computing a matching score that
indicates the degree of similarity between input biometric
information and registered biometric information. Further,
the term “biometric authentication process” is used to refer to
the entire authentication process which includes not only the
matching process but also the process for determining
whether the user is an authenticated user or not by using the
result of the matching process.

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically illustrating the configu-
ration of a biometric authentication apparatus according to a
first embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the biometric
authentication apparatus 1 includes a display unit 2, an input
unit 3, a biometric information acquiring unit 4, a communi-
cation unit 5, a storage unit 6, and a processing unit 7. The
display unit 2, input device 3, and biometric information
acquiring unit 4 may be provided separately from the cabinet
containing the communication unit 5, storage unit 6, and
processing unit 7. Alternatively, the display unit 2, input
device 3, biometric information acquiring unit 4, communi-
cation unit 5, storage unit 6, and processing unit 7 may all be
contained in a single cabinet, as in a so-called notebook
computer or a tablet-type terminal. The biometric authenti-
cation apparatus 1 may further include a storage media access
device (not depicted) for accessing a storage medium such as
a magnetic disk, a semiconductor memory card, or an optical
storage medium. Then, the biometric authentication appara-
tus 1 may read out, via the storage media access device, a
biometric authentication computer program stored on the
storage medium and to be executed on the processing unit 7,
and may carry out the biometric authentication process in
accordance with the computer program.

The biometric authentication apparatus 1 generates by
means of the biometric information acquiring unit 4 a bio-
metric image representing the user’s palm vein pattern, and
carries out the biometric authentication process by using the
biometric image. When the user is authenticated as being one
of'the registered users as a result of the biometric authentica-
tion, the biometric authentication apparatus 1 permits the user
to use a host apparatus in which the biometric authentication
apparatus 1 is incorporated. Alternatively, the biometric
authentication apparatus 1 transmits to another apparatus (not
depicted), via the communication unit 5, a signal indicating
that the user has been authenticated, and permits the user to
use that other apparatus.

The display unit 2 includes a display device such as a liquid
crystal display. The display unit 2 displays a message indi-
cating the body part (right hand or left hand) to be used for
authentication or a guidance message for directing the user to
place his hand properly on the position where the biometric
information acquiring unit 4 can correctly acquire the bio-
metric image. The display unit 2 also displays various kinds
of information associated with applications executed by the
processing unit 7.

The input unit 3 includes, for example, a keyboard and a
pointing device such as a mouse. A command, data, user
name, or user identification number entered via the input unit
3 by the user is passed to the processing unit 7.

The biometric information acquiring unit 4 generates the
biometric image representing the user’s palm vein pattern.
For this purpose, the biometric information acquiring unit 4
includes, for example, a two-dimensional array of imaging
devices and an optical system. The optical system focuses an
image of the body part placed within a prescribed distance of
the surface of the biometric information acquiring unit 4 onto
the imaging device array so that the vein pattern can be
captured in the biometric image without the user having to
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bring his hand into contact with the biometric information
acquiring unit 4. The biometric information acquiring unit 4
may further include an illuminating light source such as an
infrared light-emitting diode for illuminating the user’s hand.
In the biometric image captured, the brightness of the pixels
representing the user’s hand becomes higher than the bright-
ness of the other pixels in the image. Each time the biometric
image is generated, the biometric information acquiring unit
4 transmits the biometric image to the processing unit 7.

The communication unit 5 includes a communication
interface circuit for connecting the biometric authentication
apparatus 1 to a communication network (not depicted). The
communication unit 5 transmits the use permit granted to the
user, or the result of the authentication received from the
processing unit 7, to another apparatus via the communica-
tion network. Further, the communication unit 5 may acquire
information concerning the environment, such as temperature
or humidity, via the communication network, and may pass
the information to the processing unit 7.

The storage unit 6 includes, for example, a nonvolatile

semiconductor memory and a volatile semiconductor
memory. The storage unit 6 stores an application program to
be used in the biometric authentication apparatus 1, the user
name, user identification number, and personal setting infor-
mation of at least one registered user, and various kinds of
data. The storage unit 6 also stores a program for carrying out
the biometric authentication process. Further, for each regis-
tered user, the storage unit 6 stores representative matching
data representing the features of the palm vein pattern of the
left or right hand as the registered biometric information of
the registered user. The representative matching data
includes, for example, the positions or kinds of the feature
points representing the characteristic features, such as the
endings or bifurcations of the veins, extracted from the bio-
metric image generated at the time of registration of the
registered user or at the time of updating of the representative
matching data.
Alternatively, the representative matching data may be the
biometric image itself generated at the time of registration of
the registered user or at the time of updating of the represen-
tative matching data, or a portion of the biometric image.

In the present embodiment, at least two representative
matching data are stored for each registered user. The repre-
sentative matching data are the matching data that correspond
to the conditions representing different portions of the varia-
tion range over which the condition of the body part contain-
ing the biometric information varies due to cyclic environ-
mental variations. In the present embodiment, two
representative matching data are stored, and each data repre-
sents the biometric information of the registered user at one of
two end points of the variation range that represents one of
two portions into which the variation range of the condition of
the body part containing the biometric information of the
registered user has been divided. As will be described later, at
least one representative matching data continues to be
updated until the two representative matching data are each
updated to represent the biometric information of the regis-
tered user at the corresponding one of the two end points of
the variation range of the condition of the body part contain-
ing the biometric information of the registered user. When the
two representative matching data have been updated to rep-
resent the biometric information at the respective end points
of the variation range of the condition of the body part, the
updating of the representative matching data is stopped.
Then, the representative matching data after stopping the
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updating are held in the storage unit 6. The updating of the
representative matching data is performed for each registered
user.

The processing unit 7 includes one or a plurality of proces-
sors and their peripheral circuitry. The processing unit 7
acquires the biometric image representing the user’s biomet-
ric information from the biometric information acquiring unit
4, and carries out the biometric authentication process by
using the acquired biometric image. Further, the processing
unit 7 carries out a registration process for registering the user
as a registered user.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of the processing unit
7. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the processing unit 7 includes an
orientation judging unit 11, a matching data generating unit
12, a matching unit 13, an authentication judging unit 14, an
updating unit 15, and a registration unit 16. These units con-
stituting the processing unit 7 are functional modules imple-
mented by executing a computer program on the processor
contained in the processing unit 7. Alternatively, these units
constituting the processing unit 7 may be implemented as
firmware on the biometric authentication apparatus 1.

Of these units constituting the processing unit 7, the orien-
tation judging unit 11 and the matching data generating unit
12 are used in both the registration process and the biometric
authentication process. The registration unit 16 is used in the
registration process. On the other hand, the matching unit 13
and the authentication judging unit 14 are used in the biomet-
ric authentication process. The updating unit 15 is used in the
biometric authentication process until the two representative
matching data of the registered user stored in the storage unit
6 have come to represent the biometric information at the
respective ends of the variation range over which the condi-
tion of the body part containing the biometric information of
the registered user varies due to cyclic environmental varia-
tions. When the two representative matching data of the reg-
istered user have been updated to represent the biometric
information at the respective ends of the variation range, the
updating unit 15 no longer need be used.

(Registration Process)

First, the registration process will be described.

Based on the biometric image generated by the biometric
information acquiring unit 4, the orientation judging unit 11
judges whether the body part (in the present embodiment, the
hand) containing the user’s biometric information carried in
the biometric image is oriented properly to be processed in the
matching process.

For example, the orientation judging unit 11 detects, from
the biometric image, a subject region which is the region on
the biometric image that contains the body part (in the present
embodiment, the hand) as the biometric information. In the
present embodiment, the value of any pixel contained in the
background region which is made up of pixels forming the
non-image region is lower than the value of any pixel con-
tained in the subject region. Therefore, the orientation judg-
ing unit 11 detects a set of pixels whose pixel values are not
lower than a predetermined threshold value, and determines
the set of such pixels as being a set of subject candidate pixels
that may potentially represent the body part containing the
user’s biometric information. The orientation judging unit 11
performs labeling on the set of subject candidate pixels, and
determines that the region formed by connecting the subject
candidate pixels is the subject region. The predetermined
threshold value is, for example, 10.

Whether the value of any pixel contained in the region
representing the user’s hand is higher or lower than the value
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of'any pixel contained in the background region is determined
by how the biometric information acquiring unit 4 is config-
ured.

Accordingly, when the value of any pixel contained in the
region representing the user’s hand is lower than the value of
any pixel contained in the background region, the orientation
judging unit 11 detects any pixel whose pixel value is lower
than the threshold value as being a subject candidate pixel.

The orientation judging unit 11 obtains suitability judging
metrics as metrics for judging whether the orientation of the
body part containing the biometric information captured in
the biometric image is suitable or not. If any one of the
suitability judging metrics indicates that the user’s hand cap-
tured in the biometric image is so small that it is difficult to
identify the details of the vein pattern, the orientation judging
unit 11 determines that the orientation of the body part is not
suitable. Further, if any one of the suitability judging metrics
indicates that a portion of the hand containing the vein pattern
to be used for matching is missing from the biometric image,
the orientation judging unit 11 determines that the orientation
of the body part is not suitable. On the other hand, if all the
suitability judging metrics indicate that the vein pattern to be
used for matching can be detected from the user’s hand cap-
tured in the biometric image, the orientation judging unit 11
determines that the orientation of the body part is suitable.

In the present embodiment, the orientation judging unit 11
computes the area and the center of the subject region as one
example of the suitability judging metric. The orientation
judging unit 11 may compute, as another example of the
suitability judging metric, the number of pixels touching each
image edge of the biometric image among the pixels con-
tained in the subject region. For example, if the center of the
subject region is located within a predetermined distance
from one of the image edges of the biometric image, the
orientation judging unit 11 determines that the orientation of
the body part is not suitable. The predetermined distance may
be chosen to be, for example, one half of the average value of
the width of the subject region on the biometric image when
the user’s hand is placed in a suitable position relative to the
biometric information acquiring unit 4.

Further, if the difference between the number of pixels
contained in the subject region and touching one of the left
and right edges of the biometric image and the number of
pixels contained in the subject region and touching the other
edge of the biometric image is not smaller than a predeter-
mined threshold value, the orientation judging unit 11 may
determine that the orientation of the body part is not suitable.
The predetermined threshold value may be chosen to be, for
example, one third or one quarter of the vertical length of the
subject region on the biometric image.

Furthermore, if the area of the subject region is smaller than
a minimum allowable area calculated by multiplying a refer-
ence area by a predetermined coefficient, the orientation
judging unit 11 may determine that the orientation of the body
part is not suitable. The reference area refers to the average
area of the subject region on the biometric image when the
user’s hand is placed in a suitable position relative to the
biometric information acquiring unit 4. The minimum allow-
able area corresponds to the minimum area of the subject
region at which the details of the vein pattern to be used for
matching can be identified on the biometric image, and may
be chosen, for example, to fall within a range of values cal-
culated by multiplying the reference area by 0.5 to 0.8.

When it is determined that the orientation of the body part
is not suitable, the orientation judging unit 11 retrieves from
the storage unit 6 a guidance message indicating the need to
recapture the biometric information and directing the user to
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the correct position of the hand, and causes the display unit 2
to display the guidance message. Then, the biometric infor-
mation of the user is recaptured by the biometric information
acquiring unit 4. The orientation judging unit 11 then per-
forms the above-described process on the recaptured biomet-
ric image. On the other hand, when it is determined that the
orientation of the body part is suitable, the orientation judging
unit 11 passes the biometric image to the matching data
generating unit 12 along with the information indicating the
subject region. The information indicating the subject region
may be, for example, a binary image having the same size as
the biometric image; in this binary image, the value of any
pixel contained in the subject region is set, for example, to
“17, and the value of any pixel contained in the background
region is set, for example, to “0”.

The matching data generating unit 12 generates matching
data representing the features of the biometric information
contained in the biometric image. For example, when the
biometric authentication apparatus performs the matching by
minutiae matching, the matching data generating unit 12
extracts from the biometric image the feature points (referred
to as minutiae) to be used for minutiae matching. Then, the
matching data generating unit 12 generates the matching data
by taking the positions or kinds of the feature points.

For that purpose, the matching data generating unit 12
detects, from within the subject region, a vein region made up
of pixels representing the veins and a non-vein region made
up of pixels not representing the veins. In the present embodi-
ment, the value of any pixel contained in the vein region is
lower than the value of any pixel contained in the non-vein
region. In view of this, the matching data generating unit 12
binarizes the subject region so that the vein region is repre-
sented, for example, by a set of pixels having pixel values not
larger than a second binarization threshold value and the
non-vein region by a set of pixels having pixel values larger
than the second binarization threshold value. The second
binarization threshold value is, for example, a predetermined
fixed value (for example, 150), or alternatively, it is set equal
to the average pixel value of the pixels contained in the subject
region or the value determined by applying discriminant
analysis to the values of the pixels contained in the subject
region.

Next, the matching data generating unit 12 applies, for
example, thinning to the set of pixels having pixel values
corresponding to the veins in the binarized subject region, and
thereby generates a thinned binary image in which the veins
are thinned. After that, the matching data generating unit 12
scans the thinned binary image by using a plurality of tem-
plates corresponding to the endings or bifurcations of the
veins, and detects the position on the thinned binary image
where it matches one of the templates. Then, the matching
data generating unit 12 extracts the pixel at the center of the
detected position as a minutia.

The matching data generating unit 12 may extract minutiae
from the biometric image by using any other known method
that obtains veins’ endings or bifurcations as minutiae. Fur-
ther, the matching data generating unit 12 may obtain other
feature quantities representing the features of the vein pattern
onthe biometric image as the matching data. For example, the
matching data generating unit 12 may divide the subject
region into a plurality of blocks, and may obtain data repre-
senting the number of veins in each block as the matching
data.

On the other hand, when the biometric authentication appa-
ratus performs the matching by pattern matching, the match-
ing data generating unit 12 may generate the matching data by
taking the biometric image itself or by segmenting from the
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biometric image a region containing the vein region on the
biometric image. Further, the matching data generating unit
12 may take as the matching data an image created by apply-
ing processing such as edge enhancement or unevenness cor-
rection to the entire biometric image or a portion of the
biometric image.

The matching data generating unit 12 passes the matching
data to the registration unit 16. When executing the biometric
authentication process, the matching data generating unit 12
passes the matching data to the matching unit 13.

The registration unit 16 acquires via the input unit 3 the
user name of the user to be registered. Then, the registration
unit 16 sets a user identification number for uniquely identi-
fying the user. Further, the registration unit 16 sets the match-
ing data received from the matching data generating unit 12 as
initial matching data RO. Then, the registration unit 16 creates
two representative matching data R1 and R2 by duplicating
the initial matching data RO. The representative matching
data R1 and R2 are each updated during the execution of the
biometric authentication process until the data comes to rep-
resent the biometric information at one or the other end of the
variation range over which the condition of the body part
containing the registered user’s biometric information varies
due to cyclic environmental variations. Then, the registration
unit 16 stores the initial matching data RO and the two repre-
sentative matching data R1 and R2 in the storage unit 6 as the
information for the registered user along with the user name
and user identification number. The user is thus registered as
the registered user in the biometric authentication apparatus
1.

(Biometric Authentication Process)

Next, a description will be given of the biometric authen-
tication process for determining whether the user is to be
authenticated as being the registered user or not. In the present
embodiment, the biometric authentication apparatus 1 per-
forms the biometric authentication process in accordance
with the so-called one-to-one authentication method. For that
purpose, during the execution of the biometric authentication
process, the processing unit 7 receives the input biometric
image from the biometric information acquiring unit 4 and
also receives via the input unit 3 the user name or user iden-
tification number of the user to be authenticated.

As in the registration process, the orientation judging unit
11 judges, based on the input biometric image, whether the
orientation of the body part containing the biometric infor-
mation of the user wishing to be authenticated is suitable or
not. If the orientation is not suitable, the orientation judging
unit 11 instructs the biometric information acquiring unit 4 to
reacquire the input biometric image. Then, based on the reac-
quired input biometric image, the orientation judging unit 11
once again judges whether the orientation of the body part
containing the biometric information of the user is suitable or
not. Ifthe orientation of the body part is suitable, the matching
data generating unit 12 computes, from the input biometric
image, input matching data V which is the matching data
representing the features of the user’s biometric information.
The matching data generating unit 12 passes the input match-
ing data V to the matching unit 13 and the updating unit 15.

The matching unit 13 that received the user name or user
identification number retrieves from the storage unit 6 the
initial matching data RO and representative matching data R1
and R2 associated with the registered user corresponding to
the user name or user identification number. The matching
unit 13 then matches the user’s input matching data V against
the initial matching data RO and representative matching data
R1 and R2 associated with the registered user. Then, the
matching unit 13 obtains, as a result of the matching, a match-
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ing score that indicates the degree of similarity between the
two matching data matched against each other; the matching
score is computed for each of the initial matching data RO and
representative matching data R1 and R2 associated with the
registered user.

The matching unit 13 can perform the matching by using
such techniques as minutiae matching or pattern matching.
The following describes how the matching score SO between
the input matching data V and the initial matching data RO is
computed. The matching scores S1 and S2 between the input
matching data V and the respective representative matching
data R1 and R2 are also computed in the same manner.

When using the minutiae matching, the matching unit 13
obtains the number of minutiae that match between the reg-
istered user’s initial matching data RO and the user’s input
matching data V for the vein pattern. The matching unit 13
can then compute the matching score SO by dividing the
number of matching minutiae by the number of minutiae
extracted for the user’s vein pattern. On the other hand, when
using the pattern matching, the matching unit 13 computes
normalized cross-correlation values while changing the rela-
tive position between the input biometric image as the match-
ing data V and the biometric image containing the registered
user’s vein pattern as the initial matching data RO. Then, the
matching unit 13 determines the matching score SO by taking
the maximum value of the normalized cross-correlation val-
ues.

The matching unit 13 obtains a maximum value Smax
among the matching scores SO, S1, and S2 computed for the
respective matching data of the registered user. The matching
unit 13 passes the maximum value Smax of the matching
score and the user identification number of the registered user
to the authentication judging unit 14.

Based on the result of the matching by the matching unit
13, the authentication judging unit 14 judges whether the user
is to be authenticated as being the registered user or not. In the
present embodiment, if the maximum value Smax of the
matching score is not smaller than an authentication judging
threshold value, the authentication judging unit 14 deter-
mines that the biometric information of the user matches the
biometric information of the registered user designated for
matching. Then, the authentication judging unit 14 authenti-
cates the user as matching the registered user. After authen-
ticating the user, the authentication judging unit 14 passes the
result of the authentication to the processing unit 7.

On the other hand, if the maximum value of the matching
score is smaller than the authentication judging threshold
value, the authentication judging unit 14 determines that the
biometric information of the user does not match the biomet-
ric information of the registered user designated for match-
ing. In this case, the authentication judging unit 14 does not
authenticate the user. The authentication judging unit 14 noti-
fies the processing unit 7 of the result of the authentication
indicating the failure to authenticate the user. Then, the pro-
cessing unit 7 causes the display unit 2 to display authentica-
tion result information indicating the result of the authentica-
tion.

It is preferable to set the authentication judging threshold
value to such a value that the authentication judging unit 14
succeeds to authenticate the user only when the user is a
legitimate registered user. It is also preferable to set the
authentication judging threshold value to such a value that the
authentication judging unit 14 fails to authenticate the user
when the user is a person other than a legitimate registered
user. For example, the authentication judging threshold value
may be set equal to a value calculated by multiplying the
difference between the maximum and minimum values that
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the matching score can take by 0.7, and by adding the result-
ing product to the minimum value of the matching score.

The updating unit 15 updates the representative matching
data R1 and R2 of the registered user until the representative
matching data R1 and R2 come to represent the biometric
information at the respective ends of the variation range over
which the condition of the body part containing the biometric
information of the registered user varies due to cyclic envi-
ronmental variations. Only when the user has been authenti-
cated successfully, does the updating unit 15 update the rep-
resentative matching data R1 and R2 by using the input
matching data V obtained for that user.

In the present embodiment, as long as the matching score
S0 computed for the initial matching data RO continues to
decrease, the updating unit 15 continues to replace the repre-
sentative matching data R1, R2 by the input matching data V
obtained when the user has been authenticated successfully.
When the matching score reaches a minimum value, the
updating unit 15 takes the representative matching data R1,
R2 as the matching data representing the biometric informa-
tion of the registered user at one end of the variation range
over which the condition of the body part containing the
biometric information of the registered user varies due to
cyclic environmental variations.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating one example of the rela-
tionship between the seasonal variation of the body part con-
taining the biometric information and the seasonal variation
of'the matching score computed for each registered matching
data. In the example illustrated in FIG. 3, it is assumed that the
matching data of the registered user is registered in spring and
therefore that the condition of the body part containing the
biometric information of the registered user at the time of the
registration is located near the center of the variation range
over which the condition of that body part varies due to cyclic
seasonal variations.

In the graph depicted in the upper part of FIG. 3, the
abscissa represents the time (season), and the ordinate repre-
sents the condition of the body part containing the biometric
information of the registered user. Curve 300 depicts how the
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion of the registered user changes over time. On the other
hand, in the graph depicted in the lower part of FIG. 3, the
abscissa represents the time (season), and the ordinate repre-
sents the matching scores computed between the input match-
ing data V and the three registered matching data RO, R1, and
R2, respectively. Curve 310 depicts how the matching score
S0 for the initial matching data RO changes over time. Curve
320 depicts how the matching score S1 for the matching data
R1 which is updated earlier than the matching data R2
changes over time. On the other hand, curve 330 depicts how
the matching score S2 for the matching data R2 which is
updated later than the matching data R1 changes over time.

As depicted by the curve 300, as the summer approaches,
the condition of the body part containing the biometric infor-
mation of the registered user approaches one end of the varia-
tion range of the condition of that body part. In the present
embodiment, since the biometric information is the palm vein
pattern, the blood vessels expand as the summer approaches
and the temperature rises. As a result, the difference between
the condition of the body part containing the biometric infor-
mation ofthe registered user at the time of the registration and
the condition of the body part containing the biometric infor-
mation of the registered user at the time of the biometric
authentication becomes greater as the summer approaches.
Accordingly, as depicted by the curve 310, the matching score
SO for the initial matching data RO continues to decrease with
the approach of summer. During this period, the representa-
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tive matching data R1 which is updated first is used for
biometric authentication, and is updated each time the bio-
metric authentication is successfully done. Since the repre-
sentative matching data R1 is updated to reflect the latest
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion of the registered user, the matching score S1 obtained for
the representative matching data R1 exhibits a relatively high
value, as depicted by the curve 320. It is assumed that, at time
d1, the condition of the body part containing the biometric
information of the registered user reaches one end of the
variation range. At time d1, the vein thickness becomes maxi-
mum as illustrated in the hand 350, and the matching score SO
for the initial matching data RO reaches a minimum. After
time d1, the difference between the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information of the registered user at
the time of the initial registration and the condition of the
body part containing the biometric information of the regis-
tered user at the time of the biometric authentication gradu-
ally decreases, so that the matching score SO for the initial
matching data RO changes from decreasing to increasing. As
a result, after time d1, the representative matching data R1 is
no longer updated. Then, at time d2 when it is confirmed that
the matching score SO for the initial matching data RO reaches
its minimum value at time d1, the updating unit 15 stops
updating the representative matching data R1. In other words,
the representative matching data R1 at time d1 is thereafter
held in the storage unit 6 as the matching data representing the
biometric information of the registered user at one end of the
variation range over which the condition of the body part
varies due to cyclic seasonal variations.

When the updating of the representative matching data R1
is stopped, the updating unit 15 starts to update the other
representative matching data R2. From time d2 to time d3
when the difference between the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information of the registered user at
the time of the initial registration and the condition of the
body part containing the biometric information of the regis-
tered user at the time of the biometric authentication
decreases to zero, the matching score SO for the initial match-
ing data RO continues to increase. Accordingly, the represen-
tative matching data R2 is not updated until time d3. After
passing time d3, the difference between the condition of the
body part containing the biometric information of the regis-
tered user at the time of the initial registration and the condi-
tion of the body part containing the biometric information of
the registered user at the time of the biometric authentication
begins to increase. As a result, after time d3, the matching
score SO for the initial matching data RO decreases, as
depicted by the curve 330. Likewise, after time d2, the match-
ing score S1 for the representative matching data R1 con-
stantly decreases. Accordingly, after time d3, the representa-
tive matching data R2 is updated by the input matching data
V. Then, it is assumed that, at time d4 (for example, winter),
the condition of the body part containing the biometric infor-
mation of the registered user reaches the other end of the
variation range. At time d4, the vein thickness becomes mini-
mum as illustrated in the hand 360, and the matching score SO
for the initial matching data RO again reaches a minimum.
After time d4, the difference between the condition of the
body part containing the biometric information of the regis-
tered user at the time of the initial registration and the condi-
tion of the body part containing the biometric information of
the registered user at the time of the biometric authentication
gradually decreases, so that the matching score SO changes
from decreasing to increasing. The matching score S1 also
changes from decreasing to increasing. As a result, after time
d4, the representative matching data R2 is no longer updated.
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Then, at time d5 when it is confirmed that the matching scores
S0 and S1 both reach their minimum values at time d4, the
updating unit 15 stops updating the representative matching
data R2. In other words, the representative matching data R2
at time d4 is thereafter held in the storage unit 6 as the
matching data representing the biometric information of the
registered user at the other end of the variation range over
which the condition of the body part varies due to cyclic
seasonal variations.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
relationship between the seasonal variation of the body part
containing the biometric information and the seasonal varia-
tion of the matching score computed for each registered
matching data. In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, it is
assumed that the matching data of the registered user is reg-
istered in summer and therefore that the condition of the body
part containing the biometric information of the registered
user at the time of the registration is located at one end of the
variation range over the condition of that body part varies due
to cyclic seasonal variations.

In the graph depicted in the upper part of FIG. 4, the
abscissa represents the time (season), and the ordinate repre-
sents the condition of the body part containing the biometric
information of the registered user. Curve 400 depicts how the
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion of the registered user changes over time. On the other
hand, in the graph depicted in the lower part of FIG. 4, the
abscissa represents the time (season), and the ordinate repre-
sents the matching scores computed between the input match-
ing data V obtained from the input biometric image at the time
of'the biometric authentication and the matching data R0, R1,
and R2 of'the registered user, respectively. Curve 410 depicts
how the matching score SO for the initial matching data RO
changes over time. Curve 420 depicts how the matching score
S1 for the matching data R1 which is updated earlier than the
matching data R2 changes over time. On the other hand, curve
430 depicts how the matching score S2 for the matching data
R2 which is updated later than the matching data R1 changes
over time.

As depicted by the curve 400, as the winter approaches, the
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion of the registered user approaches the other end of the
variation range of the condition of that body part. In the
present embodiment, since the biometric information is the
palm vein pattern, the blood vessels contract as the tempera-
ture lowers. As a result, the difference between the condition
of the body part containing the biometric information of the
registered user at the time of the registration and the condition
of the body part containing the biometric information of the
registered user at the time of the biometric authentication
becomes greater as the winter approaches. Accordingly, as
depicted by the curve 410, the matching score for the initially
registered matching data continues to decrease with the
approach of winter. During this period, the representative
matching data R1 which is updated first is used for biometric
authentication, and is updated each time the biometric
authentication is successtully done. Since the representative
matching data R1 is thus updated to reflect the latest condition
of the body part containing the biometric information of the
registered user, the matching score S1 obtained for the rep-
resentative matching data R1 exhibits a relatively high value,
as depicted by the curve 420. It is assumed that, at time d1, the
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion of the registered user reaches the other end of the varia-
tion range. At time d1, the matching score SO reaches a
minimum. After time d1, the difference between the condi-
tion of the body part containing the biometric information of
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the registered user at the time of the registration and the
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion of the registered user at the time of the biometric authen-
tication gradually decreases, so that the matching score SO
changes from decreasing to increasing. As a result, after time
d1, the representative matching data R1 is no longer updated.
Then, at time d2 when it is confirmed that the matching score
SO0 reaches its minimum value at time d1, the updating unit 15
stops updating the representative matching data R1. That is,
the representative matching data R1 at time d1 is thereafter
held in the storage unit 6 as the matching data representing the
biometric information of the registered user at the other end of
the variation range over which the condition of the body part
varies due to cyclic seasonal variations.

When the updating of the representative matching data R1
is stopped, the updating unit 15 starts to update the other
representative matching data R2. From time d2 to time d3
when the difference between the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information of the registered user at
the time of the registration and the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information of the registered user at
the time of the biometric authentication decreases to zero, the
matching score SO for the initial matching data RO continues
to increase. Accordingly, the representative matching data R2
is not updated until time d3. After passing time d3, the dif-
ference between the condition of the body part containing the
biometric information of the registered user at the time of the
initial registration and the condition of the body part contain-
ing the biometric information of the registered user at the time
of'the biometric authentication begins to increase. As a result,
after time d3, the matching score SO decreases, as depicted by
the curve 430. Likewise, the matching score S1 also
decreases. Accordingly, after time d3, the representative
matching data R2 is updated. Then, it is assumed that, at time
d4 (for example, the hottest day), the condition of the body
part containing the biometric information of the registered
user reaches the one end of the variation range which is nearer
to the condition at the time of the registration. At time d4, the
matching score SO again reaches a minimum. After time d4,
the difference between the condition of the body part contain-
ing the biometric information of the registered user at the time
of the initial registration and the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information of the registered user at
the time of the biometric authentication gradually decreases,
so that the matching score SO changes from decreasing to
increasing. As a result, after time d4, the representative
matching data R2 is no longer updated. Then, at time d5 when
it is confirmed that the matching score SO for the initial
matching data RO reaches its minimum value at time d4, the
updating unit 15 stops updating the representative matching
data R2.

It can be seen that, in the example illustrated in FIG. 4 as
well as the example illustrated in FIG. 3, the representative
matching data R1 and R2 held after stopping the updating
represent the condition of the body part containing the regis-
tered user’s biometric information at the respective ends of'its
variation range. Since, after time d4, the variation range of the
condition of the body part is defined by the representative
matching data R1 and R2, the initial matching data RO may be
deleted from the storage 6 after the updating of both repre-
sentative matching data R1 and R2 has been stopped.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are an operation flowchart illustrating the
matching data updating process performed by the updating
unit 15. The matching data updating process is carried out
each time the biometric authentication process is performed.

The updating unit 15 determines whether the updating of
the representative matching data R1 has been stopped or not
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(step S101). For example, if an R1 update-stop flag which
indicates that the updating of the representative matching data
R1 has been stopped is stored in the storage unit 6, the updat-
ing unit 15 determines that the updating of the representative
matching data R1 has been stopped.

If the updating of R1 has not yet been stopped (No in step
S101), the updating unit 15 proceeds to determine whether
the matching score S1 obtained for the representative match-
ing data R1 is smaller than the matching score SO obtained for
the initial matching data RO (step S102). [fthe matching score
S1 is not smaller than the matching score SO (No in step
S102), then the updating unit 15 determines whether the
current updating is the first updating for R1 (step S103). If it
is the first updating (Yes in step S103), the updating unit 15
takes the matching score SO, obtained from the current cycle
of the biometric authentication process, as being the mini-
mum value SOmin of the matching score obtained for the
initial matching data RO at the current time (step S104).

After step S104, or after it is determined in step S103 that
the current updating is not the first updating (No in step
S103), the updating unit 15 determines whether the condition
for updating is satisfied or not (step S105).

The condition for updating is set in order to avoid the risk
of erroneously replacing the matching data of the registered
user with the matching data of some other user. The updating
unit 15 determines whether at least one of the following
conditions is satisfied as the condition for updating.

The maximum value of the matching score obtained from
the current cycle of the biometric authentication process is
higher than an update permit threshold value which is higher
than the authentication judging threshold value. The update
permit threshold value is set, for example, equal to the authen-
tication judging threshold value multiplied by 1.1 to 1.2.

The difference between the matching score S1 obtained
from the previous cycle of the biometric authentication pro-
cess and the matching score S1 obtained from the current
cycle of the biometric authentication process is smaller than a
predetermined threshold value. The predetermined threshold
value is set, for example, equal to one hundredth of the range
of values that the matching score can take.

The representative matching data R1 has been updated in at
least one of a predetermined number (for example, five) of
most recently performed update cycles.

Ifthe condition for updating is satisfied (Yes in step S105),
the updating unit 15 determines whether the matching score
SO obtained from the current cycle of the biometric authen-
tication process is smaller than the minimum value SOmin of
the previous matching score (step S106). If the matching
score SO is smaller than the minimum value SOmin of the
previous matching score (Yes in step S106), the updating unit
15 replaces the representative matching data R1 by the input
matching data V obtained from the current cycle of the bio-
metric authentication process. Further, the updating unit 15
replaces the minimum value SOmin of the matching score by
the matching score SO (step S107). After step S107, the updat-
ing unit 15 terminates the updating process.

On the other hand, if the condition for updating is not
satisfied in step S105 (No in step S105), the updating unit 15
terminates the updating process without updating the repre-
sentative matching data R1. If, in step S106, the matching
score SO is not smaller than the minimum value SOmin of the
matching score (No in step S106), the updating unit 15 also
terminates the updating process without updating the repre-
sentative matching data R1.

On the other hand, if it is determined in step S102 that the
matching score S1 for the representative matching data R1 is
smaller than the matching score SO for the initial matching
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data RO (Yes in step S102), the updating unit 15 stops updat-
ing the representative matching data R1 (step S108). Then,
the updating unit 15 stores in the storage unit 6, for example,
the R1 update-stop flag indicating that the updating of the
representative matching data R1 has been stopped. The rep-
resentative matching data R1 now carries the matching data
corresponding to the case where the matching score SO exhib-
its a minimum value, i.e., the matching data representing the
condition of the body part that most differs from the condition
of the body part represented by the initial matching data RO.
It can therefore be deduced that the representative matching
data R1 represents the condition of the body part at one end of
the variation range over which the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information varies due to environ-
mental variations. Accordingly, by stopping the updating of
the representative matching data R1 as described above, the
updating unit 15 can store in the storage unit 6 the matching
data representing the condition of the body part at one end of
the variation range over which the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information varies due to environ-
mental variations. Further, a plurality of minima may appear
in the matching score SO due to such effects as noise or
environmental variations (for example, variations in weather
and temperature). Therefore, the updating unit 15 does not
stop updating the representative matching data R1 until the
matching score S1 becomes smaller than the matching score
S0, i.e., until the condition of the user’s body part at the time
of the authentication comes to a condition intermediate
between the condition of the body part at the time of the initial
registration and the condition of the body part at one end of'its
variation range. In this way, the updating unit 15 can properly
locate the minimum value of the matching score SO.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, after step S108, or after it is
determined in step S101 that the updating of R1 has been
stopped (Yes in step S101), the updating unit 15 proceeds to
determine whether the updating of the representative match-
ing data R2 has been stopped or not (step S109). For example,
if an R2 update-stop flag which indicates that the updating of
the representative matching data R2 has been stopped is
stored in the storage unit 6, the updating unit 15 determines
that the updating of the representative matching data R2 has
been stopped.

If the updating of R2 has been stopped (Yes in step S109),
the updating unit 15 terminates the updating process.

On the other hand, if the updating of R2 has not yet been
stopped (No in step S109), the updating unit 15 proceeds to
determine whether the matching score S2 for the representa-
tive matching data R2 is smaller than both the matching
scores SO and S1 obtained for the initial matching data RO and
the representative matching data R1, respectively (step
S110). If the matching score S2 is not smaller than the match-
ing score SO or S1 (No in step S110), then the updating unit 15
determines whether the current updating is the first updating
for the representative matching data R2 (step S111). If itis the
first updating (Yes in step S111), the updating unit 15 takes
the matching score S1 as being the minimum value S1min of
the matching score obtained for the representative matching
data R1 at the current time (step S112).

After step S112, or after it is determined in step S111 that
the current updating is not the first updating (No in step
S111), the updating unit 15 determines whether the condition
for updating is satisfied or not (step S113). The condition for
updating R2 may be the same as the condition for updating
R1.

It the condition for updating is satisfied (Yes in step S113),
the updating unit 15 determines whether the matching score
S1 obtained from the current cycle of the biometric authen-
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tication process is smaller than the minimum value S1min of
the previous matching score (step S114). If the matching
score S1 is smaller than the minimum value S1min of the
previous matching score (Yes in step S114), the updating unit
15 replaces the representative matching data R2 by the input
matching data V obtained from the current cycle of the bio-
metric authentication process. Further, the updating unit 15
replaces the minimum value S1min of the matching score by
the matching score S1 (step S115). After step S115, the updat-
ing unit 15 terminates the updating process.

On the other hand, if the condition for updating is not
satisfied in step S113 (No in step S113), the updating unit 15
terminates the updating process without updating the repre-
sentative matching data R2. If, in step S114, the matching
score S1 is not smaller than the minimum value S1min of the
matching score (No in step S114), the updating unit 15 also
terminates the updating process without updating the repre-
sentative matching data R2.

On the other hand, if it is determined in step S110 that the
matching score S2 is smaller than both the matching scores SO
and S1 (Yes in step S110), the updating unit 15 stops updating
the representative matching data R2 (step S116). Then, the
updating unit 15 stores in the storage unit 6, for example, the
R2 update-stop flag indicating that the updating of the repre-
sentative matching data R2 has been stopped. After that, the
updating unit 15 terminates the updating process. Once step
S116 has been carried out, neither R1 nor R2 is thereafter
updated in the updating process because both the R1 update-
stop flag and the R2 update-stop flag are stored in the storage
unit 6.

FIG. 7 is an operation flowchart of the biometric authenti-
cation process which is performed under the control of a
computer program executed on the processing unit 7.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, the processing unit 7 acquires from
the biometric information acquiring unit 4 the input biometric
image containing the biometric information of the user wish-
ing to be authenticated. Further, the processing unit 7 acquires
from the input unit 3 the user name or user identification
number of the registered user to be matched (step S201).
Then, based on the position and size of the subject region of
the body part containing the user’s biometric information
carried in the input biometric image, the orientation judging
unit 11 in the processing unit 7 judges whether the orientation
of'the body part is suitable or not (step S202). If the orienta-
tion of the body part is not suitable (No in step S202), the
orientation judging unit 11 retrieves from the storage unit 6 a
guidance message indicating the need to recapture the bio-
metric information and directing the user to the correct posi-
tion of the hand, and causes the display unit 2 to display the
guidance message. Then, the processing unit 7 returns to step
S201 to repeat the above process.

On the other hand, if the orientation of the body part is
suitable (Yes in step S202), the matching data generating unit
12 in the processing unit 7 computes the input matching data
V from the input biometric image (step S203). The matching
data generating unit 12 passes the input matching data V to the
matching unit 13 and updating unit 15 in the processing unit
7.

The matching unit 13 obtains a maximum value Smax from
among the matching scores SO, S1, and S2 computed between
the input matching data V and the respective matching data
RO, R1, and R2 of the registered user corresponding to the
input user name or user identification number (step S204).
Then, the matching unit 13 passes the maximum value Smax
and the identification number of the registered user to the
authentication judging unit 14 in the processing unit 7. Fur-
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ther, the matching unit 13 passes the matching scores S0, S1,
and S2 to the updating unit 15.

The authentication judging unit 14 judges whether or not
the maximum value Smax of the matching score is larger than
or equal to the authentication judging threshold value (step
S205). If the maximum value Smax of the matching score is
smaller than the authentication judging threshold value (No in
step S205), the authentication judging unit 14 does not
authenticate the user, and causes the display unit 2 to display
the judging result (step S206). On the other hand, if the
maximum value Smax of the matching score is larger than or
equal to the authentication judging threshold value (Yes in
step S205), the authentication judging unit 14 authenticates
the user as being the registered user (step S207). Then, the
updating unit 15 in the processing unit 7 carries out the
matching data updating process (step S208).

After step S206 or S208, the processing unit 7 terminates
the biometric authentication process.

As has been described above, the biometric authentication
apparatus registers in advance, for each registered user, the
representative matching data that represent the conditions of
the registered user’s body part, each representing two differ-
ent portions of the variation range over which the condition of
the body part containing the biometric information varies due
to cyclic environmental variations. Then, by performing the
matching process using the representative matching data, the
biometric authentication apparatus can perform the matching
process by using the matching data representing the condition
close to the condition of the body part presented for biometric
authentication. In this way, the biometric authentication
apparatus can suppress the degradation of authentication
accuracy caused by variations that can occur in the condition
of the body part containing the biometric information due to
cyclic environmental variations. Further, as described above,
the biometric authentication apparatus stops updating the
representative matching data after determining the represen-
tative matching data that represent the conditions each repre-
senting the corresponding one of the two different portions of
the variation range of the condition of the body part contain-
ing the biometric information. Therefore, even after some
time has elapsed from the last update of the representative
matching data, the biometric authentication apparatus can
perform the matching process by using the matching data
representing the condition close to the condition of the body
part presented for biometric authentication.

Next, a biometric authentication apparatus according to a
second embodiment will be described. The biometric authen-
tication apparatus according to the second embodiment
updates or stops updating the representative matching data R1
and R2, based on the variations of environmental parameters
representing the environmental variations, for example, cli-
mate data such as temperature or humidity, that may affect the
condition of the body part containing the biometric informa-
tion.

FIG. 8 is a diagram schematically illustrating the configu-
ration of the biometric authentication apparatus according to
the second embodiment. The biometric authentication appa-
ratus 10 according to the second embodiment includes a
display unit 2, an input unit 3, a biometric information acquir-
ing unit 4, a communication unit 5, a storage unit 6, a pro-
cessing unit 7, and an environmental information acquiring
unit 8. In FIG. 8, the component elements of the biometric
authentication apparatus 10 are designated by the same ref-
erence numerals as those used to designate the corresponding
component elements of the biometric authentication appara-
tus 1 according to the first embodiment. The biometric
authentication apparatus 10 of the second embodiment differs
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from the biometric authentication apparatus 1 of the first
embodiment by the inclusion of the environmental informa-
tion acquiring unit 8 and in the operation of the processing
unit 7. The following description therefore deals with the
environmental information acquiring unit 8 and the process-
ing unit 7.

At the time of the initial registration of the matching data,
or each time the biometric authentication process is started,
the environmental information acquiring unit 8 acquires the
environmental parameters representing the environmental
variations that may affect the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information. For example, if the
environmental parameter is the temperature, the environmen-
tal information acquiring unit 8 includes a temperature sen-
sor, and if the environmental parameter is the humidity, the
environmental information acquiring unit 8 includes a
humidity sensor. Fach time an environmental parameter
acquisition request is received from the processing unit 7, the
environmental information acquiring unit 8 acquires the
requested environmental parameter, for example, by measur-
ing the ambient temperature or humidity of the biometric
authentication apparatus 10. The environmental information
acquiring unit 8 passes the environmental parameter to the
processing unit 7.

Alternatively, the biometric authentication apparatus 10
may acquire such environmental parameters from another
apparatus via a communication network. In this case, the
communication unit 5 serves as another example of the envi-
ronmental information acquiring unit. The communication
unit 5 may then acquire as environmental parameters the
highest temperature, lowest temperature, highest humidity, or
lowest humidity measured on the day the matching data was
initially registered or on the day the biometric authentication
process was executed.

The registration unit 16 in the processing unit 7 stores the
environmental parameters acquired at the time of the initial
registration of the matching data in the storage unit 6 along
with the matching data RO, R1, and R2. For convenience, the
environmental parameters associated with the matching data
RO, R1, and R2 will hereinafter be designated as CO, C1, and
C2, respectively.

In the matching data updating process illustrated in FIGS.
5 and 6, the updating unit 15 in the processing unit 7 uses,
instead of the matching scores SO, S1, and S2, the absolute
differences between the environmental parameters C0, CO,
and C2 and the corresponding environmental parameters Cn
acquired at the time of the execution of the biometric authen-
tication process. Then, in steps S104 and S107, the updating
unit 15 records the maximum value COmax of the absolute
difference ICn-COl between CO and Cn, instead of recording
the minimum value of the matching score SO. In step S106,
the updating unit 15 determines whether ICn-COI is larger
than COmax and, if ICn-COl is larger than COmax, then
updates the representative matching data R1 while also updat-
ing the maximum value COmax. Further, when 1Cn-COI
becomes smaller than ICn-C1/| in step S102, the updating unit
15 stops updating the representative matching data R1.

Likewise, in steps S112 and S115, the updating unit 15
records the maximum value COmax of the absolute difference
ICn-C1| between C1 and Cn, instead of recording the mini-
mum value of the matching score S1. In step S114, the updat-
ing unit 15 determines whether |Cn-C11 is larger than COmax
and, if ICn-C1l| is larger than COmax, then updates the repre-
sentative matching data R2 while also updating the maximum
value COmax. Further, when both |Cn-COl and |Cn-C1|
become smaller than ICn-C11 in step S110, the updating unit
15 stops updating the representative matching data R2.



US 9,239,945 B2

21

According to the above embodiment, the biometric authen-
tication apparatus can associate each representative matching
data directly with the value of the environmental parameter
that affects the condition of the body part represented by that
representative matching data.

According to a modified example of the second embodi-
ment, the environmental parameters may be stored on a day-
by-day basis in the storage unit for one cyclic period of the
cyclic environmental variations that affect the condition of
the body part containing the biometric information. Then, the
registration unit may retrieve from the storage unit the envi-
ronmental parameters associated with the day of the registra-
tion of the matching data, and may associate the retrieved
parameters with the respective matching data RO, R1, and R2.
Likewise, each time the matching data updating process is
executed, the updating unit may retrieve from the storage unit
the environmental parameters associated with the day of the
execution of the updating process, and may associate the
retrieved parameters with the updated matching data.

According to another modified example of the second
embodiment, the biometric authentication apparatus may
select from among the registered matching data the matching
data to be used in the matching process by referring to the
information estimating the condition of the body part con-
taining the biometric information. For example, the biometric
authentication apparatus may acquire, via the environmental
information acquiring unit, the environmental parameter at
the time of the execution of the biometric authentication
process as the information estimating the condition of the
body part containing the biometric information. Then, the
biometric authentication apparatus may select the represen-
tative matching data associated with the environmental
parameter closest to the acquired environmental parameter as
the matching data to be used in the matching process. The
authentication judging unit then compares the computed
matching score with the authentication judging threshold
value and, if the matching score is larger than the authentica-
tion judging threshold value, then authenticates the user. In
this modified example, since the matching unit computes the
matching score only for the selected matching data, the bio-
metric authentication apparatus can reduce the amount of
computation involved in the matching process.

Further, according to a modified example of each of the
above embodiments, the storage unit may store three repre-
sentative matching data. For example, after stopping the
updating of the representative matching data R1 and R2, the
updating unit obtains the difference between the matching
score S1 computed between the input matching data V and the
representative matching data R1 and the matching score S2
computed between the input matching data V and the repre-
sentative matching data R2. Then, the updating unit takes the
input matching data V as the third representative matching
data R3 when the difference has decreased to a negligible
level (for example, to one hundredth or less of the maximum
value that the matching score can take). In this case, the
representative matching data R3 represents the biometric
information taken at the center of the variation range over
which the condition of the body part containing the biometric
information varies due to environmental variations.

Further, the two representative matching data to be held in
the storage unit need not necessarily be the matching data
corresponding to the respective ends of the variation range of
the condition of the body part containing the biometric infor-
mation. Each representative matching data need only be made
to represent the condition in one of the sub-ranges obtained by
dividing the variation range of the condition of the body part
containing the biometric information into the same number of
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smaller ranges as the number of representative matching data.
For example, after obtaining the three representative match-
ing data R1 to R3, as in the above modified example, the
updating unit further obtains the difference between the
matching score S1 computed between the input matching
data V and the representative matching data R1 and the
matching score S3 computed between the input matching
data V and the representative matching data R3. Then, the
updating unit takes the input matching data V as new repre-
sentative matching data R4 when the difference has decreased
to a negligible level. The updating unit further obtains the
difference between the matching score S2 computed between
the input matching data V and the representative matching
data R2 and the matching score S3 computed between the
input matching data V and the representative matching data
R3.Then, the updating unit takes the input matching data V as
new representative matching data RS when the difference has
decreased to a negligible level. In this case, the representative
matching data R4 represents, for example, the condition of
the body part at a temperature located at the midpoint of the
upper half section of the variation range of the temperature
that varies due to environmental variations, and on the other
hand, the representative matching data RS represents the con-
dition of the body part at a temperature located at the midpoint
of the lower half section of the variation range of the tem-
perature.

According to still another modified example, the biometric
authentication apparatus may perform the biometric authen-
tication process in accordance with the so-called one-to-
many authentication method. In this case, neither the user
name nor the user identification number for identifying the
registered user is needed in the biometric authentication pro-
cess. The matching unit matches the input matching data
against the representative matching data of all the registered
users. Then, when the maximum value of the matching score
is higher than the authentication judging threshold value, the
authentication judging unit authenticates the user as being the
registered user corresponding to that maximum value. Then,
the updating unit need only update the representative match-
ing data for that registered user. In this case, the condition for
updating may be made stricter in order to prevent the repre-
sentative matching data of the registered user from being
replaced by the matching data of some other user than that
registered user. For example, the update permit threshold
value may be set equal to the authentication judging threshold
value multiplied by 1.3 to 1.4.

The biometric authentication apparatus and the biometric
authentication method disclosed in this specification are
applicable to various kinds of apparatus or systems that per-
form biometric authentication between user biometric infor-
mation and preregistered biometric information in order to
permit the user to perform a desired operation. For example,
the biometric authentication apparatus may be incorporated
in an automated teller machine or in an input apparatus for
permitting entry to a room. Such apparatus or systems
include, for example, a computer system in which one or
more terminals are connected to a server viaacommunication
network. In this case, each terminal is equipped with a bio-
metric information acquiring unit, and the biometric informa-
tion acquired by the biometric information acquiring unit is
transmitted to the server. Then, the server carries out the
biometric information registration or biometric authentica-
tion process by implementing the functions of the processing
unit according to any one of the above embodiments.

Ofthe various functions incorporated in the processing unit
according to each ofthe above embodiments, the processor of
each terminal may implement the functions of the orientation



US 9,239,945 B2

23

judging unit and the matching data generating unit. On the
other hand, the processor of the server may implement the
functions of the matching unit, the authentication judging
unit, the updating unit, and the registration unit. This serves to
alleviate the processing load on the server processor. A com-
puter program having instructions for causing a computer to
implement the various functions of the processing unit
according to each of the above embodiments may be provided
in the form recorded on a computer readable recording
medium such as a nonvolatile semiconductor memory, amag-
netic recording medium, or an optical recording medium.
However, the recording medium here does not include a car-
rier wave.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in under-
standing the invention and the concepts contributed by the
inventor to furthering the art, and are to be construed as being
without limitation to such specifically recited examples and
conditions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of superiority and inferiority
of the invention. Although the embodiments of the present
invention have been described in detail, it should be under-
stood that the various changes, substitutions, and alterations
could be made hereto without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A biometric authentication apparatus comprising:

a storage device configured to store first matching data for

a registered user, first representative matching data that
is generated based on input matching data for a user
obtained during a period when the degree of similarity
between the input matching data and the first matching
data is equal to or larger than a threshold value and
second representative matching data that is generated
based on the input matching data obtained during a
period when the degree of similarity between the input
matching data and the first matching data is larger than
the degree of similarity between the input matching data
and the first representative matching data;

a biometric sensor configured to generate a biometric
image that represents biometric information of a user;
and

a processor configured to generate, from the biometric
image, the input matching data;

match the input matching data against at least one of the
first and second representative matching data; and

judge, based on a result of the matching, whether the user
is to be authenticated as being the registered user or not.

2. The biometric authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the matching the input matching data against
at least one of the first and second representative matching
data computes a first matching score that indicates the degree
of similarity between the first matching data and the input
matching data, and wherein

the processor further configured to obtain a minimum value
of'the first matching score by examining temporal varia-
tion of the first matching score computed each time the
user is authenticated as being the registered user, and
take the input matching data corresponding to the mini-
mum value as the first representative matching data.

3. The biometric authentication apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein the storage device stores the first matching
data and stores second matching data which is updated by the
input matching data, and

the processor further configured to, when the first matching
score computed for the input matching data obtained
from the most recent biometric image is smaller than the

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

24

minimum value of the first matching score computed
previously, replace the second matching data by the
input matching data, and when the first matching score is
larger than a second matching score that indicates the
degree of similarity between the input matching data
obtained from the most recent biometric image and the
second matching data, take the second matching data as
the second representative matching data.
4. The biometric authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising:
an environmental information acquiring device which,
each time the input matching data is computed, acquires
an environmental parameter representing the environ-
ment at the time of the generation of the input matching
data; and wherein
the processor further configured to take, as the first or
second representative matching data, the input matching
data obtained from the biometric image corresponding
to a minimum value or a maximum value of the environ-
mental parameter.
5. The biometric authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein for each of the first and second representa-
tive matching data, the matching the input matching data
against at least one of the first and second representative
matching data computes a matching score indicating the
degree of similarity between the input matching data and the
representative matching data, and the judging whether the
user is to be authenticated or not judges, based on a maximum
value of the matching score, whether the user is to be authen-
ticated as being the registered user or not.
6. The biometric authentication apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein for each of the first and second representa-
tive matching data, the storage device stores a registered
environmental parameter representing the environment at the
time of the generation of the biometric image used for the
computation of the representative matching data,
the matching the input matching data against at least one of
the first and second representative matching data
matches the input matching data against one of the first
and second representative matching data that corre-
sponds to the registered environmental parameter clos-
estin value to the environmental parameter representing
the environment at the time of the generation of the
biometric image, and computes a matching score indi-
cating the degree of similarity between the representa-
tive matching data and the input matching data, and

the judging whether the user is to be authenticated as being
the registered user or not judges, based on the matching
score, whether the user is to be authenticated as being the
registered user or not.

7. A biometric authentication method comprising:

generating, by a biometric sensor, a biometric image that

represents biometric information of a user;

generating, by a processor, from the biometric image, input

matching data for the user;

matching, by the processor, the input matching data against

at least one of first and second representative matching
data, the first representative matching data being gener-
ated based on the input matching data obtained during a
period when the degree of similarity between the input
matching data and first matching data for a registered
user is equal to or larger than a threshold value, and the
second representative matching data being generated
based on the input matching data obtained during a
period when the degree of similarity between the input
matching data and the first matching data is larger than
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the degree of similarity between the input matching data
and the first representative matching data; and
judging, by the processor, based on a result of the match-
ing, whether the user is to be authenticated as being the
registered user or not.
8. The biometric authentication method according to claim
7, wherein the matching the input matching data against at
least one of the first and second representative matching data
computes a first matching score that indicates the degree of
similarity between the first matching data and the input
matching data, and wherein
the biometric authentication method further comprises
obtaining, by the processor, a minimum value of the first
matching score by examining temporal variation of the
first matching score computed each time the user is
authenticated as being the registered user, and taking, by
the processor, the input matching data corresponding to
the minimum value as the first representative matching
data.
9. The biometric authentication method according to claim
8, wherein a storage device stores the first matching data and
stores second matching data which is updated by the input
matching data, and wherein the biometric authentication
method further comprises:
when the first matching score computed for the input
matching data obtained from the most recent biometric
image is smaller than the minimum value of the first
matching score computed previously, replacing the sec-
ond matching data by the input matching data, and when
the first matching score is larger than a second matching
score that indicates the degree of similarity between the
input matching data obtained from the most recent bio-
metric image and the second matching data, taking the
second matching data as the second representative
matching data.
10. The biometric authentication method according to
claim 7, further comprising:
each time the input matching data is computed, acquiring,
by an environmental information acquiring device, an
environmental parameter representing the environment
at the time of the generation of the input matching data;
and
taking, as the first or second representative matching data,
the input matching data obtained from the biometric
image corresponding to a minimum value or a maximum
value of the environmental parameter.
11. The biometric authentication method according to
claim 7, wherein for each of the first and second representa-
tive matching data of the at least two different portions, the
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matching the input matching data against at least one of the
first and second representative matching data computes a
matching score indicating the degree of similarity between
the input matching data and the representative matching data,
and the judging whether the user is to be authenticated or not
judges, based on a maximum value of the matching score,
whether the user is to be authenticated as being the registered
user or not.

12. The biometric authentication method according to
claim 7, wherein for each of the first and second representa-
tive matching data, a storage device stores a registered envi-
ronmental parameter representing the environment at the time
of'the generation of the biometric image used for the compu-
tation of the representative matching data,

the matching the input matching data against at least one of

the first and second representative matching data
matches the input matching data against one of the first
and second representative matching data that corre-
sponds to the registered environmental parameter clos-
estin value to the environmental parameter representing
the environment at the time of the generation of the
biometric image, and computes a matching score indi-
cating the degree of similarity between the representa-
tive matching data and the input matching data, and
the judging whether the user is to be authenticated or not
judges, based on the matching score, whether the user is
to be authenticated as being the registered user or not.
13. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having recorded thereon a biometric authentication computer
program that causes a computer to execute a process com-
prising:
generating, from a biometric image representing biometric
information of a user, input matching data for the user;

matching the input matching data against at least one of
first and second representative matching data, the first
representative matching data being generated based on
the input matching data obtained during a period when
the degree of similarity between the input matching data
and first matching data for a registered user is equal to or
larger than a threshold value, and the second represen-
tative matching data being generated based on the input
matching data obtained during a period when the degree
of similarity between the input matching data and the
first matching data is larger than the degree of similarity
between the input matching data and the first represen-
tative matching data; and

judging, based on a result of the matching, whether the user

is to be authenticated as being the registered user or not.
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